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Note from the Club Leadership 
Welcome to 2017! I hope the new year finds you well. I’m excited to be communicating with you this 
spring quarter as one of your co-presidents, and I look forward to seeing you all at our upcoming events! 
First and foremost, if you have not done so, I highly encourage you to join the alumnae Facebook group 
for the Mount Holyoke Club of the Peninsula for event updates, quick meetups, or if you would like to 
see what we’ve been up to. 
This year, we are promoting all members to host small events on top of our monthly events to strengthen 
our college relationships. For information of our upcoming events, please see below. We also are looking 
into fundraising for several events including raising money to send to the College for the student 
scholarships. If you would like to help as a participant, please contact me for more information. 
I cannot wait for what this new year has in store for us, and I anticipate many memories and good times 
ahead. If you have any questions or concerns, don’t hesitate to email me. 
Cheers, 
Kirsten (Kiri) Petersen ’12 
peter20k@mtholyoke.edu 

Upcoming Events 
June 

Meet and Greet with Acting President Sonya Stephens 
The Peninsula Club is hosting an evening with MHC Acting President Stephens on June 7 from 6:30-8:30 
p.m. at the home of Margaret Chai Maloney ’92 in Palo Alto. Acting President Stephens is completing
her first year of her three-year term as acting president. We hope you will join us in learning more about
key campus initiatives and welcoming Acting President Stephens to our club. Northern California club
members are also invited. Invitations will be circulated soon.

Book Club 
The group will discuss George Orwell’s classic book 1984. For information on date and location, contact 
Jerri Barrett ’83 (jerrib@mindspring.com). 

Annual Meeting 
The Annual Meeting, including time for socializing, a featured speaker, and a vote for the club leadership 
for 2017–18, will be held on Saturday, June 10 from 11:30 a.m.–2:30 p.m. at the home of Barbara Monks 
’70 in Almaden (South San Jose). The theme for the meeting is getting involved in politics and will 
include remarks by Mary Hughes ’74, founder of Close the Gap closethegapca.org  and Pat Showalter ’74, current
Mountain View city council member and former mayor. This is a great opportunity to hear from two 
dynamic women who are making a difference in politics. Save the date! Contact Barbara for directions: 
bcmonks@gmail.com. 
Anyone who has paid dues for 2016–17 is eligible to participate in the club leaders’ election. We will 
begin collecting dues for the 2017–18 year at the June meeting. 

August 
New Student Send-Off Party: Details TBA for this fun event to send off the new admits. 

http://closethegapca.org
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Learn About the Club’s February-May Events 
 

February 
Mary Lyon Tea Sampling  
To celebrate founder Mary Lyon’s birth on February 28, 1797, we gathered for a tea sampling. The 
selection of teas enabled explorers to try new blends and traditionalists to enjoy a cup of Earl Grey! Host 
Anne Raphael ’62 provided a home with a cozy space and lovely teacups and pots.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Out tea treats were savory, sweet and satisfying! Thanks again to Anne for opening her lovely home for our 
Mary Lyon Tea Sampling. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
   
 
The group included Peri Caylor ’83, Michelle Lepore’86, Clare Schweitzer ’12, Kiri Petersen ’12, Trudy Levy ’69 
Katheryn Curi ’96, Lassie Barela ’65, Betsy Archambeault ’65 Anne Raphael ’62. 
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March 
The 60s Decades Class Brunch 
Michael’s at Shoreline in Mountain View was the location for the fun brunch on March 20. 

This group of 10 had a fun time reminiscing with a MHC T-shirt! Conversations included interest in another club hike 
at Wilder Ranch and a tour of Mills College. 

The 70s Decade Classes Brunch 
The Mount Holyoke classes of 1970–1979 (70’s Decade) gathered on Saturday, March 4 at Tootsie's at the 
Stanford Barn in Palo Alto. Alumnae liked the food, though were challenged to find a table to fit the group.  

Attending were (clockwise): Ellen Brigham ’75, Nancy Foster Jacobs ’77, Lydia Young ’75, Irene Ogawa ’74, Pat 
Showalter ’74, and Susan Roughgarden ’74. 
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The 80s Decade Class Brunch 
Classes of the 80s met on Sunday, March 5 at Dinah’s Poolside Restaurant in Palo Alto. Though for a 
second year in a row at this location it rained and the group could not be poolside, there was a lovely table 
for the group of seven in a small room with a cozy fireplace.  
 

               

Spanning the classes of 1983-1989, alumnae attending were: (standing from left to right) Yasmin Chandrasekher 
‘84, Stephanie Gaines ‘89, Betty Cheng ‘83 and Michelle Lepore ‘86 (seated from left to right) Peri Caylor ‘83, 
Karen Williams ‘85 and Karen Thurm Safran ‘84.   

 

1990s Decade Bruch 
Coupa Cafe at the Stanford Golf Course was the hot spot for this year’s 1990s classes brunch on March 19. 
 
Brunch for the 2000-2009 Classes on Saturday April 1 at Mo’s in Campbell. 

 
Brooke Daniels ’03 and Marie McElligott ’09 
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2010- 2016 Classes Brunch 

A happy group of four young alumnae met at Hobee’s in Mountain View on March 4! 

Eliz Adem’13, Clare Schwitzer ’12, Melissa Ibarra ’12, and Hilary Simon ’11 

The Young Alumnae Group also had a happy hour at the Oxford in February! 

Admission Events 
Rose Drops for the Class of 2021 

The club has a tradition of welcoming each newly 
admitted student with the gift of a white rose 
delivered to her high school. Each rose comes with a 
blue ribbon and a note congratulating the student and 
inviting her to attend the upcoming admit reception. 
We hope that this small gift encourages the student 
to accept Mount Holyoke’s admission and reminds 
the local guidance counselors of Mount Holyoke 
College and its wonderful traditions! This year all 
rose drops were made the week of March 27. Earlier 
in the month, vases were purchased, welcome notes 
drafted and alumnae volunteers recruited to deliver 
the roses. We appreciate all who offered to help!  
Our rose deliverers were Marilyn Bauriedel ’64, 
Gina Heydari ’95, Gail Jack ’66, Trudy Levy ’69, 
Clare Schweitzer ’12 and Linda Stinchfield ’69. The 
rose drops were coordinated by Joanne Petersen ’71 
and Anne Raphael ’69. 
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APRIL 

Admitted Students’ Reception 
Alumnae from the MHC Club of the Peninsula and the Club of Northern California gathered to 
celebrate the admission of the local members of the Class of 2021. The April 23 gathering was hosted by 
Amy Andersen ’89. 

Menlowe Ballet FLORAISON 

Peninsula Club members attended the Menlowe Ballet’s Friday, April 28 spring show. As 
always, it’s a treat to enjoy the program and dancing and to applaud the efforts of executive 
director, Lisa Piniella Shiveley ’88. Prior to the ballet, the group dined at Mama Coco Cocina in 
Menlo Park. 
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MAY 

MHC Young Alumnae Board Game Night 
Hosted by your Young Alumnae Representatives: Clare Schweitzer ’12 and Marie McElligott 
’09.  Club of the Peninsula members gathered for an evening of fun, games, and good eats. 

Share your MHC Spirit with Prospective Students and their Families 
By becoming an admission volunteer!  You may attend a college fair, interview local students or 
join other activities.  If you are interested, contact Eliz Adem ‘13, Alumnae Admission 
Representative at adem22e@mtholyoke.edu. 

To Learn About Other Events... 
Check our Facebook group page and email blasts for more information about these upcoming 
events, or send Hilary Simon ’11 (hilaryclaire009@cox.net) an email query. Also, if you’re 
interested in organizing an event, just drop Hilary a line. We welcome new event ideas and can 
provide support to anyone who wants to participate as a leader! 

Membership Dues 
Join the club by paying your annual, tax-deductible (as allowed by the IRS) club dues. You can 
pay your dues by sending a check to Jerri Barrett ’83 at: 20 Silcreek Drive, San Jose CA 95116. 
Dues are $20 (or $10 for Class of 2005–Class of 2016 as well as for Class of 1965 and earlier 
classes). The club’s fiscal year is July 1 to June 30. 
Club dues and contributions go to support the cost of the club’s activities including social and 
educational programming and local events and activities for prospective and incoming students. 
The Mount Holyoke Club of the Peninsula is a registered 501c3 nonprofit organization. 

We look forward to seeing you at future club events! 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/MHCPenClub/



